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Dear Representative Torr, 

Thank you for your letter requesting an advisory opinion concerning your 
participation in discussions and votes relating specifically to legislation involving gaming 
matters and the casino in Gary. We appreciate you bringing the matter to our attention. 

House Rule 45, states that “[EJvery member who is on the floor of the House 
when the question is put shall vote, unless excused by the House for special reasons.” 

House Rule 169, states that “[A] member who knowingly has a direct personal or 
pecuniary interest in a legislative matter is precluded from authoring, sponsoring, or 
voting on the matter and should avoid public or private advocacy in furtherance of their 
own self-interest.. 

House Rule 1, provides that “direct personal or pecuniary interest ” means the 
disposition of the legislative matter could reasonably be expected to have a unique, 
direct, and substantial effect on the non-legislative income of the member, a member’s 
close relative, as defined in IC 2-7-1-1.7, or a partnership, corporation, or business in 
which the member or a close relative holds an ownership interest. 

House Rule 168, states that “Every member of the House of Representative shall, 
to the best of his or her ability, be fully objective when considering a proposition upon 
which he or she must act, keeping the welfare and best interests of the citizens of the state 
in mind at all times. Every member shall, to the best of his or her ability, conduct official 
duties in a manner that avoids the appearance of impropriety and bolsters public trust.” 

It is important to note that the starting point for all reviews, by the House 
Statutory Committee on Ethics (“Committee”), involving a member’s ability to vote or 
not vote on a matter begins with House Rule 45, Duty to Vote, and evolves from there 
based on the particular facts of each inquiry. 

With respect to your employer providing title insurance and providing closing 
services to Spectacle Entertainment for the purchase of casinos in Gary, the Committee 
finds no conflict of interest exists in violation of House Rule 169 and House Rule 1 based 
on the facts you have presented, a review of the legislation in question, and the House 
rules. House Rule 168 discusses the appearance of impropriety and should be considered 
when you vote. 
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Representative Sharon Negele, 
Chairwoman 



Representative Kafbp Engleman, 
Member 





Representative Sue Errington, 
Vice Chairwoman 
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Representative Matt Pierce, 
Member 
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Representative Terri Austin, 
Member 


cc: 


Speaker Brian C. Bosma 
Minority Leader Phil GiaQuinta 



